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Home Office continues to face pressure over gender-sensitive asylum system 

Two years after the launch of the Charter of Rights of Women Seeking Asylum, this timely impact report shows how much progress has been made towards a gender-sensitive asylum system, but also how much work remains to be done.
Asylum Aid has today published Charter of Rights of Women Seeking Asylum 2 years on: impacts and actions.  The report has been released to mark the 2nd anniversary of the Charter, which focused on the treatment of women seeking asylum in the UK.  The Charter highlighted the desperate need for a genuinely gender sensitive asylum system, and has been endorsed by more than 200 organisations, including Liberty, Amnesty International, and Oxfam.

This new report illustrates the influence that the Charter has enjoyed, including:

· The introduction of a Gender Champion by the UK Border Agency, to take an overview of issues facing women seeking asylum

· The introduction of child care facilities in three of the UKBA’s regions (although this is still awaited in its four other regions) 

· A resolution demanding a gender-sensitive asylum system being passed by the TUC women’s conference in March 2010

Debora Singer, Policy and Research Manager at Asylum Aid, said:

“This Impact Report shows some of the progress made with the UKBA.  So many people have worked so hard to promote the Charter’s aims, and it’s wonderful to know that the Charter can boast such widespread support.

“However, women seeking asylum in the UK continue to face unacceptable treatment, and I hope that this report encourages further work by the UKBA and by our endorsers to build on the achievements so far.  We are still badly in need of a genuinely gender-sensitive asylum system”.   

 [ENDS]

Notes to editors 

1. Asylum Aid is a registered charity that provides free legal advice and representation to asylum seekers and campaigns for their fair treatment in the UK. The Women’s Project at Asylum Aid provides legal advice specifically for women asylum seekers, backed up by a programme of research, legal analysis and advocacy.  www.asylumaid.org.uk
2. The Charter for the Rights of Women Seeking Asylum 2 years on: impacts and actions can be downloaded from http://www.asylumaid.org.uk/data/files/publications/133/WomensAsylumCharter2Yearson.pdf
3. The Charter for the Rights of Women Seeking Asylum can be downloaded from www.asylumaid.org.uk/charter
4. For further information, please contact Russell Hargrave on 0207 354 9631, ext 236 (russellh@asylumaid.org.uk), 
Or Debora Singer, Policy and Research Manager, on 020 7354 9631 ext 208 (deboras@asylumaid.org.uk) 
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