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Who are we and what is this about?
Asylum Aid, an independent, national charity conducts research in order to highlight issues of concern and seek changes in government policy that will better protect individuals’ rights. We are working with the UN Refugee Agency to carry out research on the issue of statelessness in the UK.
Our research aims to find out the number, situation and profile of stateless persons in the UK and analyse UK law, policy and practice relating to stateless persons in light of the UK’s international treaty obligations. Findings will be published in a report next year identifying recommendations to ensure better protection of stateless persons in the UK.

What does being stateless mean?
A stateless person is someone who does not enjoy citizenship – the legal bond between a state and an individual – with any country. They find themselves marginalized, often unable to obtain identity documents, to travel, access health or education or even marry. There are at least 12 million stateless persons worldwide, including over 600,000 living in Europe. It is currently not known how many stateless persons are in the UK.

What causes statelessness?
Statelessness is caused in many different and complex ways. Simply put, the main causes are:

1. Non-recognition or deprivation of citizenship due to arbitrary or discriminatory practices in countries of origin.
2. Transfer of territory (when a new country is formed) can alter the nationality status of citizens of the former state, leaving individuals without citizenship. This occurred for example following the break-up of the former republics of Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and the USSR.
3. Technical or other issues such as differences in nationality laws between states, problems caused by gendered nationality laws, or where people lack the documentation necessary to prove their citizenship (e.g. a previous failure to register a child’s birth so there is no proof of where or to whom they were born).
4. In addition to stateless persons, we are interested in ‘unreturnable’ persons who may include refused asylum seekers or other migrants in situations where their country of presumed nationality is not able or willing to provide travel documents or to permit their return home. 
Sometimes stateless individuals will receive protection by being recognised as refugees, but where not, they may be left in limbo-like situations unable to get on with their lives.

How will the research be used?
The UK has ratified two international conventions relating to statelessness but these obligations are not fully incorporated into UK law, and there is no procedure to decide who is stateless. The numbers and profile of stateless persons in the UK is currently unknown and so is the extent to which the government is complying with its obligations under international law. Our research aims to fill this gap by gathering data and through indicative examples, describe the situations stateless persons find themselves in. We will then make policy recommendations to government which may hopefully lead to positive change for stateless people. To capture information we need to undertake a series of semi-structured interviews with stateless persons, and to examine their immigration case files
How can you help?

We need your help to identify stateless persons who are willing to be interviewed for our research. 

· Interviews will take place between mid January and end of April 2011 and will last approximately one to one and a half hours.
· Interviewees will be asked questions about how they became stateless (this might include family history, place of birth and countries of previous residence) and their experience of living in the UK as a stateless person (including any periods spent in detention or destitution). 

· Interviews can be undertaken in a convenient location for your client; a private room for this will be required (if this is not available, we can help arrange this). 
· Interpretation will be provided where necessary. 
· Where possible, if you or the interviewee has access to their immigration case file we would also like to ask for their consent to review this. 

· Travel costs will be reimbursed, and interviewees may receive additional compensation for their time.

· The research will be conducted in full accordance with the Social Research Association’s ethical guidelines (available on request). All information will be treated in confidence and the identity of interviewees will remain anonymous. Interviewees will be able to withdraw their participation at any stage. 
Please complete the short research referral form overleaf if you are able to refer stateless persons available to be interviewed. Thank you for your time.
SHORT RESEARCH REFERRAL FORM
1) Do you work with individuals affected by statelessness? 
	Yes
	
	No
	
	


2) If yes, do you know of any people who are stateless and may be willing (tick if yes):
	· to be interviewed 
	
	


and/or
	
	Part of file
	
	Whole file
	
	


· for us to review their immigration case file 

 (preferably in advance of the interview)
	INTERVIEWEE/CLIENT DETAILS

	Age
	Under 18 
	
	18-29
	
	30-49
	
	50+
	

	Gender
	

	Length of time spent in the UK
	More than 5 years
	
	Less than 5 years
	

	Country of Origin 

(including ethnic group where relevant) 
	

	Please tick which of the below three boxes applies to this individual (please tick one):



	
	He/she does not have citizenship of any country

	
	He/she has been refused a passport or travel document from their embassy or consulate in the UK, thereby preventing his/her return to the country of presumed nationality

	
	

	
	

	
	The situation is unknown or unclear (please still refer clients as we can contact you to clarify)

	If possible, please also tick which situation(s) best describes this individual’s circumstances? 

(please tick all that apply):


	
	He/she has been refused asylum and/or have been unable to regularise his/her status

	
	He/she has been destitute or refused section 4 support 

	
	He/she has been granted leave to remain in the UK (including through legacy)

	
	He/she has been in detention

	
	He/she has been subject to unsuccessful attempts to remove him/her from the UK

	
	He/she has been able to register as a British citizen on account of his/her statelessness

	
	He/she has been recognised as stateless by UKBA, including during the determination of his/her asylum claim

	
	


If you have answered yes to either of these, please provide details below (after having obtained consent from the individual in question). If you have more than one individual in mind please fill in their details on the additional form available.
	If readily available, please provide any more general information about this client’s history and circumstances:




3) How can we contact you (or the client) to arrange an interview? 
	Please provide details
	Facilitator
	Client/interviewee

	Full Name
	
	

	Telephone number
	
	

	Email address
	
	

	
	Please mark here if we are able to contact the client directly


4) In addition to referring clients would you (or your organisation):
·  be willing to discuss our research in more detail, either by phone or in person and potentially complete a more detailed questionnaire? (In certain circumstances we may be able to compensate you for your time)
and/or
· like to discuss potentials cases you think may be relevant but you cannot refer at present?
Then please provide your details below and we will get in contact with you:
	Full name:

	Telephone number:

(including times to contact you)

	Email address:


Please return this form as early as possible, email to statelessness@asylumaid.org.uk or complete it online at www.asylumaid.org.uk using the link on the home page. Alternatively, post to: Asylum Aid, Club Union House, 253-254 Upper Street, London, N1 1RY or fax to: 020 7354 5620
Thank you for your time
For any other information about the project please contact: Chris Nash chrisn@asylumaid.org.uk and Lucy Gregg lucyg@asylumaid.org.uk  Tel: 020 7354 9631 ext 221/222
EXAMPLES OF INDIVIDUALS WHO MAY BE AFFECTED BY THIS:


Ethnic minorities (e.g. ethnic Russians, ethnic Serbs and Roma) from succession states. Also ethnic Eritreans from Ethiopia and Palestinians.





EXAMPLES OF INDIVIDUALS WHO MAY BE AFFECTED BY THIS:





This depends on individual circumstances but can include: woman left stateless as a result of marrying a foreign national, children to whom mothers are unable to pass their citizenship, unregistered births (e.g. due to armed conflict) and cases of adopted, surrogate or trafficked children.











EXAMPLES OF INDIVIDUALS WHO MAY BE AFFECTED BY THIS:


Eritreans from Ethiopia, Bidoons from Kuwait, Biharis from Bangladesh, Rohinyga from Burma, Banyarwanda from the Democratic Republic of Congo, Kurds from Syria and Lebanon, and Palestinians














EXAMPLES OF INDIVIDUALS WHO MAY BE AFFECTED BY THIS:





Algerians, Chinese, Eritreans, Indians, Liberians, Iranians and Palestinians. Also victims of trafficking.








Your organisation name:


Type of organisation:





Town or city and region in the UK:























STATELESS PEOPLE IN THE UK





Would your client like the chance to have their voice heard by government?
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